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Abstract

The purpose of this research is to study the conditions and identify issues in
providing history courses for grade 4 students in private schools under the Office of
Education of Hua Sai District, Nakhon Si Thammarat Province. The data is collected via in
depth interviews of the school directors, teachers and students in the area.

The results show that teachers are handling multiple classes for students in
different grades. In addition to the workload of providing history classes, they need to
work for other types of tasks as well.

Seminars provided by the relevant authorities give them opportunities to learn
how to plan their lessons, which later they can apply to the history classes. Also, they
learn how to do so by discussing with their colleagues. Whether or not the course
management can achieve the planned objectives, teachers are considered an important
force. Giving lectures should be replaced by other teaching methods with the support of
demonstrating reasons and logic. Teachers should focus on encouraging students to be
able to learn by themselves whenever they encounter a problem at any time in their life
and spend time creatively. Flexibility and ability to respond to the students’ needs,
including those of the community, society and the nation, are also crucial.

Most of the teachers have a limited time to prepare for teaching due to the fact
that they need to cope with multiple classes for students from different grades. When
teaching in classes, they tend to rely on lecturing alone, not capitalizing from any
teaching media which results in boredom among students. We have found that the
students see no importance in learning history and see this course merely a text
memorizing type of class. Therefore, they are not motivated and interested in learning
this specific class, which causes a lack of knowledge and understanding in history, not be
unable to sequence and connect each historical event, and having low academic
performance, respectively. In addition, the use of multiple-choice tests from teachers
cannot help encourage students to think critically.

Keywords: Situations and problems in learning, Learning history subject
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